
Lay Pastoral Care at First Immanuel Lutheran Church of Chicago 
The following four ministries at First Immanuel provide pastoral care in one form or another:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor
assigns the 
appropriate 
pastoral care 

provider

Elder identifies 
person who is sick or 

needs to talk to 
someone about a life 

issue

Congregation 
member approaches 

pastor for help

Stephens Minister is 
approached by a 

congregation member 
who needs help

Congregation 
member informs 

pastor about another 
member who is sick 

or needs help

Stephens 
Ministers

•Provide pastoral care to 
members struggling with 

an acute life issue.

Spiritual Care 
Visitors

•Provide pastoral care to 
sick members, either in the 

person’s home or in the 
hospital.

Communion 
Servers

•Bring Communion to the 
sick or shut-in members, 

either in the person’s 
home or in the hospital

Elders

•Reach out monthly to their 
assigned members, 

through phone calls, email, 
texts, postcards or in-
person conversations. 

Members may engage in more than one pastoral care ministry and there is 
considerable overlap in membership among the four ministries. 

Regardless of who iden�fies the need, the 
informa�on is first shared with the Pastor, who 
then assigns the appropriate lay pastoral care 
provider to care for the person in need.  


