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WELCOME…    
. . . to First Immanuel Lutheran Church, a historic congregation “serving the 
city” since 1854. People of different races and languages have all found, and 
still find, a place at the cross here. We pray you also find a warm place of 
fellowship in the presence of our Savior.   
 
AS WE GATHER 
In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our 
thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from 
the waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the 
next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of 
preparation before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection 
feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-
giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.     
        
HOLY COMMUNION 
In the Sacrament of Holy Communion, we believe that our Lord Jesus Christ 
gives his own true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  We are united 
with Him and the whole Christian Church. Baptized Christians who believe 
these truths, confess their sin and look to Christ alone for forgiveness, are 
welcome to the Lord’s Table. If you wish to commune regularly with us 
Pastor Therwanger offers instruction on this means of God’s grace.  Grape 
juice is available in the center of the tray. Those not receiving 
Communion are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 
Please fold your arms across your chest as an indication to the 
Pastor and Communion servers.    
 

 

mailto:pastorfilc@gmail.com
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NEWCOMER INFORMATION 

We welcome you to our faith community! If this is your first time worshiping 
with us, please see an usher if you need any assistance. Do introduce yourself 
to our Pastor.   
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
LBW stands for Lutheran Book of Worship, the green book in our pews.  
TFBF stands for This Far By Faith, the maroon book in our pews.  
Please participate in those parts of the readings and liturgy in bold print.  
 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR  
Will resume occasionally downstairs in the Parish Hall following the service. 
If there is a Fellowship Hour, it will be announced during the service. 
Fellowship Hour is hosted by the Birthday Club members of the current 
month. (See new schedule beginning in March- in announcements page 19) 
 
FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We welcome and encourage all children to participate in our worship 
service! If you would like a quiet place to take your child during the service, 
you can hear the service in the narthex (lobby) or over speakers in the Parish 
Hall. There are diaper changing stations in the restrooms.  
 
MEMBERSHIP 
If you are interested in membership or would like to know more about First 
Immanuel, please speak to Pastor Therwanger, leave a message on the back 
of the yellow attendance card, or call the church office at 312-733-6886. 
   
HOLY BAPTISM 
If you are considering Baptism for yourself or a family member, please speak 
with Pastor Therwanger who will be happy to counsel you and begin 
preparations for this very important means of God’s Grace.  
 

We welcome you to be at home among us!   
                                    Third Sunday in Lent                         
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                                    HOLY COMMUNION        SETTING TWO    
              

                                  PASTOR’S WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

      
                                                    
Stand 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN                  “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts”                 LBW 356 
 
1 O Jesus, joy of loving hearts, 
 the fount of life, the light of all: 
 from ev’ry bliss that earth imparts 
 we turn, unfilled, to hear your call. 
 
2 Your truth unchanged has ever stood; 
 you plead with all to call on you; 
 to those who seek you, you are good; 
 to those who find you, life is new. 
 
3 We taste you, ever-living bread, 
 and long to feast upon you still; 
 we drink of you, the fountainhead; 
 our thirsting souls from you we fill. 
 
4 For you our restless spirits yearn, 
 where’er our changing lot is cast; 
 glad, when your smile on us you turn, 
 blest, when by faith we hold you fast. 
 
5 O Jesus, ever with us stay! 
 Make all our moments fair and bright! 
 Oh, chase the night of sin away! 
 Shed o’er the world your holy light. 
 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Ray Palmer, 1808-1887, alt. 

 
 
 

The sign of the cross + may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty 
     days, and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
C Amen. 
P Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and 
     God’s mercy. 
 
                                         Silence is kept for reflection 
 
P Gracious God,     
C We confess that we listen to the wrong voices and that we prevent others from 
     hearing your call. We define people by their empty water jugs, and we fail to 
     recognize how you are at work in surprising ways. Forgive us, claim us, and 
     call us anew so that cross-marked and Spirit-sealed our lives are transformed 
     for the sake of the Gospel. Through Jesus Christ, Our Savior and Lord,  Amen. 
 
P God who is rich in mercy, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love has 
     come to us in Jesus, who by his holy cross has redeemed the world. Buried 
     with Christ by baptism into death, Your sins are forgiven in☩ Jesus’ name. 
     Cross-marked and Spirit-sealed, You are raised to new life. Almighty God 
     strengthen you in faith to live each day renewed in God’s call for your life. 
C Amen 
 
 
GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
       Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                         (OMITTED DURING LENT) 
 
P Let us pray.  
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash 
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that 
flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.                                                                 
Amen                 
                                                                                                                                                                                             
FIRST READING                                                                                                       Exodus 17:1-7 
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried 
out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for 
the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is the Lord among us or not?”—received a very 
positive answer.                    
 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 
water for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give 
us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do 
you test the Lord?” 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people 
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill 
us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the Lord, 
“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.” 5The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the 
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did 
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so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among 
us or not?”    
         
A This is the Word of the Lord.                               
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM                                                                                     
 
PSALM 95 
Let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. (Ps. 95:1)     
P  1Come, let us sing | to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of | our 
      salvation. 
C  2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving and raise a loud 
      shout to the | LORD with psalms. 
P 3For you, LORD, | are a great God, and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
C 4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; the heights of the hills are | also 
      yours. 
P 5The sea is yours, | for you made it, and your hands have molded | the dry 
      land. 
C 6Come, let us worship | and bow down, let us kneel before the | LORD our 
      maker.  
P 7For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the 
      sheep | of God’s hand. Oh, that today you would | hear God’s voice! 
C 8“Harden | not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the 
      desert. 
P 9There your ancestors | tested me, they put me to the test, though they 
      had | seen my works. 
C 10Forty years I loathed that gener- | ation, saying, ‘The heart of this people 
      goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’ 
P 11Indeed I swore | in my anger, ‘They shall never come | to my rest.’ ”                 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                              Romans 5:1-11 
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Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that 
through Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies 
are reconciled to God in the cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation.                
             
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we 
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not 
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 6For while we were still weak, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to 
die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died 
for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will 
we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having 
been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.                                   
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                              John 4:5-42 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John 

    

 
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in 
turn, leads many others to faith.                       
    
5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob 
had given to his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his 
journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to 
draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to 
the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a 
Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common 
with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it 
is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no 
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater 
than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks 
drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing 
up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may 
never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 16Jesus said to her, 
“Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for 
you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What 
you have said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a 
prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place 
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 
me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
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when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father 
seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah 
is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to 
us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 27Just then his 
disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no 
one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the 
woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come 
and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, 
can he?” 30They left the city and were on their way to him. 31Meanwhile the 
disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to them, “I have 
food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, 
“Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food 
is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, 
‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and 
see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages 
and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent 
you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have 
entered into their labor.” 39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because 
of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40So when 
the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there 
two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They said to the 
woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”                 
 
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
Sit 
 
                YOUTH INVITED TO SUNDAY SCHOOL IN THE PARISH HALL 
TESTIMONY                                                                                               CHRISTINA HANSCHKE                                                           
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SERMON                                               “CALLED BY GOD”                                          John 4:5-42          
 
Stand 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                   “God Whose Almighty Word”                    LBW 400 
 
1 God, whose almighty word 
 chaos and darkness heard 
 and took their flight: 
 hear us, we humbly pray, 
 and where the gospel day 
 sheds not its glorious ray, 
 let there be light! 
 
2 Lord, who once came to bring, 
 on your redeeming wing, 
 healing and sight, 
 health to the sick in mind, 
 sight to the inly blind: 
 oh, now to humankind 
 let there be light! 
 
3 Spirit of truth and love, 
 life-giving, holy dove, 
 speed forth your flight; 
 move on the water’s face 
 bearing the lamp of grace, 
 and in earth’s darkest place 
 let there be light! 
 
4 Holy and blessed three, 
 glorious Trinity, 
 wisdom, love, might! 
 Boundless as ocean’s tide, 
 rolling in fullest pride, 
 through the earth, far and wide, 
 let there be light! 
                                                                                                                           Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.                    
Please remain standing    
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                                                                   The offerings are gathered. 
 
For the time being to limit contact offering plates are sitting in the center aisle before and 
after service.  ALL OFFERING SHOULD BE PLACED IN AN ENVELOPE, SIGNED 
AND SEALED. USHERS WILL PROVIDE ENVELOPES IF NEEDED.  
 
OFFERTORY HYMN                  “We Give Thee but Thine Own”                   LBW 410 
1 We give thee but thine own, 
 whate’er the gift may be; 
 all that we have is thine alone, 
 a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 
2 May we thy bounties thus 
 as stewards true receive, 
 and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
 to thee our firstfruits give.                                               Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Liberating God,    
C  you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive  
      these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and 
      shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, 
      through Jesus our Savior,   Amen. 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
    We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God,  Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
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Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
     We  believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come.       Amen.     
                                                                                                                
Sit                                                                                                                            
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
       need.     
                                               A brief silence. 
P   Our prompt and response in the prayers:  Merciful God, 
C   Receive our prayer.       
                                                          The Prayers Conclude: 
P   We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 
       power revealed in Christ crucified.  
C   Amen. 
 
PEACE OF THE LORD 
P The peace of the Lord be with you. John 20.19 
C And also with you.   
                                                 
                                    We greet one another in the name of the Lord.    
  
 
                                      T Service of the Sacrament T 

 

 2 Timothy 4.22 
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 [Colossians 3.1] 

 

 [Psalm 136] 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You 
bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. 
Renew our zeal in faith and life and bring us to the fullness of grace that 
belongs to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS  Isaiah 6.3; Matthew 21.9 

 
 



15 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  Matthew 26.26-29; 1 Corinthians 11.23-25 

 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                                                                        
P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
   give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us: 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever.  Amen. Matthew 6.9-13 
 
Sit 
AGNUS DEI John 1.29 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Come and taste the joy of God!  
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Hymn                               “O Living Bread from Heaven”                            LBW 197 
 
1 O living Bread from heaven, 
 how well you feed your guest! 
 The gifts that you have given 
 have filled my heart with rest. 
 Oh, wondrous food of blessing, 
 oh, cup that heals our woes! 
 My heart, this gift possessing, 
 with praises overflows! 
 
2 My Lord, you here have led me 
 within your holiest place, 
 and here yourself have fed me 
 with treasures of your grace; 
 for you have freely given 
 what earth could never buy, 
 the bread of life from heaven, 
 that now I shall not die. 
 
3 You gave me all I wanted; 
 this food can death destroy. 
 And you have freely granted 
 the cup of endless joy. 
 My Lord, I do not merit 
 the favor you have shown, 
 and all my soul and spirit 
 bow down before your throne. 
 
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened 
 with heav’nly food, while here 
 my course on earth is lengthened, 
 to serve with holy fear. 
 And when you call my spirit 
 to leave this world below, 
 I enter, through your merit, 
 where joys unmingled flow. 
 
Text: Johann Rist, 1606-1667; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from 
     this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey 
     humbly with you. 
C Amen. 

T Sending T 
 

P  The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
      ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 
 C Amen. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday Church service is online @ First Immanuel Web Site, Facebook Live & 
Zoom. The link is available at our Web Site under Sermons and Videos. 
 
 
OUR 2023 LENTEN JOURNEY 
 
PRAYER, FASTING AND DEEDS OF LOVE  -- these are the themes of Lent, the 40 days 
of preparation for celebrating the Resurrection                                                                  
 
DURING LENT OUR SERMONS WILL BE A SERIES OF MEDIATIONS THAT BEGIN 
ON ASH WED AND CONTINUE THROUGH THE SUNDAYS IN LENT ON THE 
THEME: UNFINISHED — DISCOVERING GOD’S CALL IN THE NOT YET.                                                     
 
MARCH 12 - CALLED BY GOD 
MARCH 19 - CALLED TO ATTENTIVENESS 
MARCH 26 - CALLED TO REGRET 
APRIL 2, PALM SUNDAY - CALLED TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS IN LENT WE WILL SHARE EVENING 
PRAYER - THE MEDITATIVE SERVICE OF PRAYING THE PSALMS AND MARY’S 
SONG. WE WILL FOLD A STUDY OF THE PROPHET JONAH INTO OUR 
MEDITATIONS 
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MARCH 15 - OBEDIENCE AND PRESERVATION 
MARCH 22 - FAITHFUL AND UNFINISHED 
MARCH 29 - JESUS, A NEW JONAH 
LENTEN WEDNESDAYS WILL BE BOTH IN PERSON AND ONLINE. USE THE BIBLE 
STUDY LINK TO JOIN ONLINE, BUT THERE WILL NOT BE THE INTERACTION ON 
LINE AS WE HAVE USUALLY DONE FOR HYBRID BIBLE STUDY. 
 
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY MARCH 15, “OBEDIENCE AND PRESERVATION” 
Look for the link by email and at the church website calendar.  Join the email list 
if you don't already receive the lesson ahead of time by giving Pastor T. your email.   
Bible Study Wednesdays will have a series of mediations from the book of 
Jonah as a part of Evening Prayer Service. Come in person at 6 pm in the Parish 
Hall for a simple supper, then 6:30 Evening Prayer. Use the Zoom link sent out 
by the office or you can find it on the church website calendar. Those online 
however will not have the chance for interaction as we have had in recent weeks 
with our hybrid Bible studies. 
 
SECOND SUNDAY, SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday School is today March 12th!  Sunday School will be held on the second 
Sunday of every month. We will gather in Fellowship Hall during the sermon for 
learning and crafts.  The other Sundays there will be a Children’s Message during 
the worship service. And remember to pick up an activity bag for each child to use 
during the service. They are in a basket in the Narthex. We can’t wait to see 
everyone in Sunday School again! 
 
CONGRATUATIONS FIRST IMMANUEL FAMILY!  WE MADE THE 
MATCH!!  WITH WHAT HAS BEEN CONTRIBUTED TO THE LEGACY FUND IN 
RECENT WEEKS AND WHAT IS ALREADY IN THE FUND WE NOW GO BACK TO 
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL HERITAGE ACTION FUND, AND 
INITIATE THE PROCESS TO RECEIVE OUR $50K GRANT. PLEASE KEEP THE 
LEGACY FUND IN MIND AS WE WILL CONTINUE TO ADD TO THE FUND WITH 
THE GOAL OF CREATING A PRINCIPLE LARGE ENOUGH TO USE INTEREST TO 
SUPPORT MINISTRY IN THE FUTURE. 
If you wish to donate to the Legacy Fund match you can use your regular envelop 
but need to designate the offering for “The Legacy Fund.”) 
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NEW SCHEDULE FOR FELLOWSHIP AND OTHER ACTIVITIES  
Beginning in March, we will move to the following schedule:   
 
1. First Sunday - Fellowship (following Worship and still provided by the Birthday Club 
of the month) 
2. Second Sunday - Sunday School (during Worship) 
3. Third Sunday - Education/Bible Study (following Worship) 
4. Fourth Sunday - Committee meetings (following Worship) 
 
OUR HISTORY/OUR STORY: THE NEXT DISCERNMENT PROCESS STEP   
The next step in the FILC Discernment Process is Today Sunday March 12. This 
step involves meeting altogether as a large group to review First Immanuel's 
history/story and discuss what our history means for our future as a 
congregation.  This event will take place immediately following Worship service 
next Sunday, and will include fellowship (organized by the FILC Discernment 
Committee), a timeline depiction of FILC's history, viewing a display of historical 
artifacts, sharing FILC-related memories by some long-time members, small 
group discussions of what our history means for our future, and the "reveal" of 
an historical artifact sent to us by the family of former Pastors Louis Hoelter 
(1878-1922) and Edward Hoelter (1922-1933).      
 
OPEN CHURCH COUNCIL POSITIONS 
There are two positions coming open on the Church Council, beginning in 
March.  The positions and descriptions are listed below.  The Church Council 
meets monthly, on the fourth Thursday of the month, from 6:30-8:00 pm, via 
Zoom.  Interested members should contact our President, Carol Emmons. .  
 
Treasurer: The Treasurer is responsible for the money received by the 
church.  They shall distribute contribution envelopes to members, keep an 
accurate record of contributions, and issue regular statements to those who 
contribute. They shall also be responsible for counting, depositing and banking 
all monies received by the church, ensuring that two non-related people are 
always present for any counting procedures, and reporting to the treasurer the 
total offerings each week and any special-purpose breakdown.  They shall assist 
in the preparation of quarterly financial reports for the Church Council and in 
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the preparation of the annual budget.  The Treasurer will serve a three (3) year 
commitment but can be re-elected for additional terms.  
 
Secretary of the Church Council: The Secretary shall record and distribute the 
minutes of all church council meetings, schedule meetings of the Church Council 
and, and conduct all necessary correspondence. The Secretary of the church 
council will serve a two (2) year commitment but can be re-elected for additional 
terms.  
 
CHURCH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
The online ballot for the 2023 Church Council elections was emailed last week to 
voting members with an email address on file in the office.  Voting members 
without an email address were mailed a printed version of the ballot.  If you 
have not received your ballot, please notify either the office or our Congregation 
President, Carol Emmons (emmonsc@me.com). Paper ballots, envelopes, and 
Ballot box are on the table in the Narthex.  
 
ANNUAL VOTERS' MEETING 
The annual Voters' meeting will be held on Sunday, March 26, 2023, immediately 
following Sunday Worship.  The results of the Church Council elections will be 
announced at the meeting.  There will also be a 2022 financial report, a summary 
of events and accomplishments in 2022, goals for 2023, and a discussion of a 
proposed consolidation of some of the designated funds.  
 
NEW CHURCH WEBSITE GOES LIVE 
We've migrated First Immanuel's website to a new platform (WordPress) and 
given it a new look.  The domain remains the same, 
i.e.,  firstimmanuelchicago.org/ .  Check it out.  The more "hits" we get, the better 
our search engine results will be. 
 
ADULT EDUCATION RETURNS TO SUNDAYS -- after church on March 
19th, Christian education for adults begins again after service on each third 
Sunday of the month. Our first discussion will be a "Tour of the Holy 
Land."  Pastor Therwanger will share his old school slides from his first visit to  

mailto:emmonsc@me.com
https://firstimmanuelchicago.org/
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the Holy Land 29 years ago, with a plan to share his updated experiences and 
new (read here "digital" ) pictures. Come share some fun experiences and 
devotional attention to the places Jesus walked. 
 
 
 
MUSIC OF THE BAROQUE: BACH’S ST. MATTHEW PASSION 
 Johann Sebastian Bach’s St. Matthew Passion speaks as urgently of compassion 
and hope today as it did 300 years ago—and when Music of the Baroque first 
performed it in 1974. One of the greatest creative achievements of all time, Bach 
wrote his masterpiece for two choruses, two orchestras, children’s chorus, and 
soloists. Dame Jane Glover conducts one of the musical highlights of the year. 
Use code SMP20 at checkout to receive 20% off all available tickets at the 
Harris Theater. 
 https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=music+of+the+baroque
+2023&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-
8&ibp=htl;events&rciv=evn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiThO6lsM_9AhVQkYkEHR12
CMQQ5bwDegQIYBAB#fpstate=tldetail&htidocid=L2F1dGhvcml0eS9ob3Jpem9
uL2NsdXN0ZXJlZF9ldmVudC8yMDIzLTA0LTAzfDExMzMxNTIzNDM3MjYyO
TM1MjE5&htivrt=events&mid=/g/11tnk3d46s&sxsrf=AJOqlzX1gbpndQdYP2q2D
b_19G2_Vv7Wjg:1678383104367 
 
 
 
HYMN                         “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”                      LBW #343 
 
1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 
 pilgrim through this barren land. 
 I am weak, but you are mighty; 
 hold me with your pow’rful hand. 
 Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
 feed me now and evermore, 
 feed me now and evermore. 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=music+of+the+baroque+2023&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ibp=htl;events&rciv=evn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiThO6lsM_9AhVQkYkEHR12CMQQ5bwDegQIYBAB#fpstate=tldetail&htidocid=L2F1dGhvcml0eS9ob3Jpem9uL2NsdXN0ZXJlZF9ldmVudC8yMDIzLTA0LTAzfDExMzMxNTIzNDM3MjYyOTM1MjE5&htivrt=events&mid=/g/11tnk3d46s&sxsrf=AJOqlzX1gbpndQdYP2q2Db_19G2_Vv7Wjg:1678383104367
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=music+of+the+baroque+2023&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ibp=htl;events&rciv=evn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiThO6lsM_9AhVQkYkEHR12CMQQ5bwDegQIYBAB#fpstate=tldetail&htidocid=L2F1dGhvcml0eS9ob3Jpem9uL2NsdXN0ZXJlZF9ldmVudC8yMDIzLTA0LTAzfDExMzMxNTIzNDM3MjYyOTM1MjE5&htivrt=events&mid=/g/11tnk3d46s&sxsrf=AJOqlzX1gbpndQdYP2q2Db_19G2_Vv7Wjg:1678383104367
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=music+of+the+baroque+2023&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ibp=htl;events&rciv=evn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiThO6lsM_9AhVQkYkEHR12CMQQ5bwDegQIYBAB#fpstate=tldetail&htidocid=L2F1dGhvcml0eS9ob3Jpem9uL2NsdXN0ZXJlZF9ldmVudC8yMDIzLTA0LTAzfDExMzMxNTIzNDM3MjYyOTM1MjE5&htivrt=events&mid=/g/11tnk3d46s&sxsrf=AJOqlzX1gbpndQdYP2q2Db_19G2_Vv7Wjg:1678383104367
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=music+of+the+baroque+2023&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ibp=htl;events&rciv=evn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiThO6lsM_9AhVQkYkEHR12CMQQ5bwDegQIYBAB#fpstate=tldetail&htidocid=L2F1dGhvcml0eS9ob3Jpem9uL2NsdXN0ZXJlZF9ldmVudC8yMDIzLTA0LTAzfDExMzMxNTIzNDM3MjYyOTM1MjE5&htivrt=events&mid=/g/11tnk3d46s&sxsrf=AJOqlzX1gbpndQdYP2q2Db_19G2_Vv7Wjg:1678383104367
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=music+of+the+baroque+2023&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ibp=htl;events&rciv=evn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiThO6lsM_9AhVQkYkEHR12CMQQ5bwDegQIYBAB#fpstate=tldetail&htidocid=L2F1dGhvcml0eS9ob3Jpem9uL2NsdXN0ZXJlZF9ldmVudC8yMDIzLTA0LTAzfDExMzMxNTIzNDM3MjYyOTM1MjE5&htivrt=events&mid=/g/11tnk3d46s&sxsrf=AJOqlzX1gbpndQdYP2q2Db_19G2_Vv7Wjg:1678383104367
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=music+of+the+baroque+2023&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ibp=htl;events&rciv=evn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiThO6lsM_9AhVQkYkEHR12CMQQ5bwDegQIYBAB#fpstate=tldetail&htidocid=L2F1dGhvcml0eS9ob3Jpem9uL2NsdXN0ZXJlZF9ldmVudC8yMDIzLTA0LTAzfDExMzMxNTIzNDM3MjYyOTM1MjE5&htivrt=events&mid=/g/11tnk3d46s&sxsrf=AJOqlzX1gbpndQdYP2q2Db_19G2_Vv7Wjg:1678383104367
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=music+of+the+baroque+2023&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ibp=htl;events&rciv=evn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiThO6lsM_9AhVQkYkEHR12CMQQ5bwDegQIYBAB#fpstate=tldetail&htidocid=L2F1dGhvcml0eS9ob3Jpem9uL2NsdXN0ZXJlZF9ldmVudC8yMDIzLTA0LTAzfDExMzMxNTIzNDM3MjYyOTM1MjE5&htivrt=events&mid=/g/11tnk3d46s&sxsrf=AJOqlzX1gbpndQdYP2q2Db_19G2_Vv7Wjg:1678383104367
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2 Open now the crystal fountain 
 where the healing waters flow; 
 let the fire and cloudy pillar 
 lead me all my journey through. 
 Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, 
 shield me with your mighty arm, 
 shield me with your mighty arm. 
 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
 bid my anxious fears subside; 
 death of death and hell’s destruction, 
 land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
 Songs and praises, songs and praises, 
 I will raise forevermore, 
 I will raise forevermore.  
                                                                 Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Serve in Love. 
C   Thanks be to God.  
 
COMMEMORATIONS IN THE WIDER CHURCH THIS WEEK 
Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604 
Sunday, March 12, 2023 
Born into wealth and power, Gregory was for a time the chief administrator of the 
city of Rome. Giving this up for a life in the church, he was elected pope in 590. He 
influenced public worship through the establishment of a lectionary and prayers to 
correlate with the readings. Gregorian chant is named in his honor. 
 
Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461 
Friday, March 17, 2023 
A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into 
slavery in Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the 
ministry. Returning to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary 
there. 
 
Acknowledgements:  
Sundaysandseasons.org, used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License #25151. 
Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible, New Revised Standard Version, copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission, Augsburg Fortress License #25151.   All rights 
reserved. 
 



23 
     

If you are a visitor today, please introduce yourself and sign the visitor 
card in the pew.  We invite you to worship with us again.   
 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BATTLING HEALTH ISSUES ✞✞✞ 
Ezra Emmons                                          Ronald Woten Jr.                                  Darian Williams    
Martin Page                                             Leslie King                                                  Reggie Hunter                                    
Allan Kloess                                             Mary Ann Wren                                         Mark Raddatz                                
Michael Butts                                          Liz Woten                      
 
 
 

               
                  SICK AND SHUT-INS  ✟ ✟ ✟ 

        Nellie Davis                            Verna Cooper                 David Emmons                                            
         Rodney Bailey                       Ruth Mitchell                                                                                        
             Lue Whitehead                     Evelyn McGee                              
                  
    
 
 
                         

                 MARCH  BIRTHDAYS                                                                                   
Kayla Freeman: 03/03                                                                   Iyana Green: 03/15 
Linda Maxwell: 03/09                                                                  Anna McCall: 03/15 
Annie Morris: 03/09                                                                    Larry Karnett: 03/16                                                                                                        
Shana Woten: 03/09                                                         Aretha Reed Brown: 03/16 
Michael Brown: 03/11                                                                  Alissa Brooks: 03/20       
Jimmy Sims: 03/11                                                                       Andreia Leon: 03/21 
Emarion Manning: 03/12                                                               Kenzo Leon: 03/27                                                                                           
Brayden Weith: 
03/12                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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                                                      SERVING OUR MINISTRY                                      
PRESIDING MINISTER  ORGANIST 
The Rev. Harry Therwanger  George E. Manning II 
VICAR  LECTORS 
Anne McCall  James Wells Jr. 
CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  James Wells Jr. 
Carol Ann Emmons  COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
OFFICE BUSINESS MANAGER  Leo Tucker, Christian Ukachukwa 
Laurice Karnett  William Leon, Betty Stanfield 
USHERS  Janet Williams-Crawford 
Tyrone Wallace, Joann Lewis  Gloria Hoskins, Sylvia Ross 
Larry Halbert, Nate Burns  LECTORS LEADER 
Anthony & Rhonda Jones  Linda Kloess 
Aretha Reed-Brown  SOUND BOOTH/ZOOM VIDEO 
Karen Arnold  Rebecca Covarrubias 
SECRETARY  Mark Lopez, George Downing 
George A. Downing  Harrysson Ngassa 
FILC CHOIR  Alvar Kandikatla, Yvonne Tabb 
James, Yvonne, Joann, Laurice,   ACOLYTE 
GEM, Christian, Leo, Christina,  Leo Tucker  
Linda, Denise, Clarice, Kay II  Melson & Harrysson Ngassa  
Andreia, Sarita  Jayveon Baskerville 
  Cecelia and Chloe Lopez 
  Sandra Green 

 
                    WEEKLY                 ATTENDANCE                OFFERING 
                             03/05/23       09 (Zoom)    62  (IP)     09 (FBL)     $6850.60 
                              
 
 
                                                                                   
                                                                                         
MISSION STATEMENT: 
First Immanuel Lutheran Church is a diverse gathering of Christians, 
centered and immersed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, calling all to 
discipleship in the love of Christ, through baptism, teaching, worship, 
and service.                                                                


	Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith.
	5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to draw w...

